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PLAGUE IN NEW ORLEANS. 

The Public Health reports of last week gave data regarding five 
cases of human plague which had been recognized in New Orleans 
up to the time of going to press, and of three plague-infected rats 
which had been found. Since then there have been reported four 
more cases in man and three cases in rats. 

Of the human cases, case 6 was in the person of H. S., female, 10 
years of age, residence 523 Camp Street, taken sick July 16, right 
femoral bubo. 

Case 7 was in the person of P. G., colored, female, 15 years of age, 
residence at 33 St. Philip Street, worked at Lattellier Phillips Paper 
Co., 611-621 South Front Street, taken sick July 12, left femoral bubo 
developed July 17. 

Case 8 was in the person of C. J. L., male, 28 years of age, residence 
at 2845 Baronne Street, worked at clothing store 629 Canal Street, 
taken sick July 16, left femoral bubo. 

Case 9 was in the person of R. S., female, age 73 years, residing at 
532 Camp Street, taken sick July 20, grandmother of patient in case 
6 and lived in the same house. 

The three additional plague-infected rats were found at 525 South 
Peters Street, 424 South Rampart Street, and at Dumaine Street 
wharf, respectively. 

In this report of July 23 Asst. Surg. Gen. W. C. Rucker states 
that at New Orleans overland and oversea outgoing quarantine 
measures are being carefully enforced to prevent the spread of the 
disease. Fumigation stations have been established at the west end 
and Spanish Fort for the purpose of freeing from rats all outgoing 
vessels from the old and new basins to intra and inter state points. 
The overland freight inspection consists of the inspection of cars to 
determine whether they are rat free and in rat-proof condition and 
the inspection of cargo prior to loading. Loading is conducted under 
observation of an inspector, the cars are sealed with lead seals and 
labeled with posters stating that they have been inspected and 
passed as rat free and are to be so considered so long as the seals 
remain unbroken. 

So far as known the area bounded by Canal, Claiborne, and Louisi- 
ana Streets and the river is the worst infected. 
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Special precautions are being taken to maintain the municipal 
markets free from rats. Detailed attention is being given to the care, 
removal, and disposal of garbage, to remove from the rats this source 
of food supply and to make their trapping easier. 



THE NOTIFIABLE DISEASES. 
PREVALENCE DURING 1913 IN CITIES OF OYER 100,000. 

DIPHTHERIA, LEPROSY, MALARIA, MEASLES, EPIDEMIC CEREBROSPINAL MENINGITIS, 
POLIOMYELITIS, RABIES, SCARLET FEVER, SMALLPOX, TUBERCULOSIS, AND TYPHOID 
FEVER— CASES REPORTED, CASE RATES PER 1,000 POPULATION, AND FATALITY RATES 
PER 100 CASES. 

In the Public Health Reports of April 3, 1914, there were published 
tables showing for the calendar year 1912 the number of cases of 
notifiable diseases reported in cities of the United States having an 
estimated population of 100,000 or more. 

The data from which the tables were compiled were obtained from 
the health departments of the respective cities. It is believed that 
all the municipal health departments which were making a serious 
effort to obtain information >f the occurrence of preventable dis- 
eases within their jurisdictions forwarded the data contained in their 
records. 

It was apparent from the tables that some of the cities were much 
more successful in obtaining reports of the notifiable diseases than 
were others. This may have been due in certain instances to a greater 
efficiency on the part of the health departments, and in other instances 
to a more ready compliance with the law on the part of the practicing 
physicians. 

The tables herewith contain similar data for the year 1913. The 
populations used in computing the case rates were those estimated 
by the Bureau of the Census as of July 1, 1913. 

The excellent results being obtained by the health departments in 
certain cities in securing compliance with the requirements for the 
notification of communicable diseases are shown in the large num- 
bers of cases reported in some instances as compared with the deaths 
registered from the same causes, and in the fatality rates computed 
from the cases notified and the deaths registered. 

The reader should keep in mind that in the tables a high case rate, 
especially when accompanied by a low fatality rate, usually means that 
the health department is active and that the cases of the disease are 
being properly reported by the physicians, and not that the disease 
is more prevalent in that city than in others. A high fatality rate 
may mean that the disease was unusually virulent in a city, that the 
physicians did not treat it in that city with the usual success, or that 
the morbidity reports were unduly incomplete. On the other hand 



